Excerpt from Course Regulations

Language and Mind: Linguistics and Cognitive Studies

The degree

The Master’s degree in Language and mind: linguistics and cognitive studies (LM-39 class) is held by the Department
of Social, Political and Cognitive Sciences of the University of Siena.

Admissions

Admission of a graduate from a foreign university or equivalent institution is evaluated by the Didactic Committee on a
case by case basis, considering the documentation received and the relevance of the degree awarded abroad (and of the
entire learning process that led to it) to the learning goals of the Master’s degree. The Didactic Committee may request
a motivation letter to further examine the graduate’s motivations to apply to the program and his/her curriculum of
studies. Furthermore, an interview in English may be requested, which may be held over video conference.

Students enrolled to the degree shall choose between two curricula, “Linguistics and Cognition” or “Philosophy and
Cognition” when submitting their study plan for the first year. They choice the curriculum at the moment of
presentation of their study plan. The choice may be modified before submitting the study plan for the second year.

Teaching activities and calendar

The academic year is divided in two semesters. Each semester is divided in two terms. Classes in the first semester are
held from October to January; classes in the second semester are held from late February to June, following the general
calendar approved by the Department. Classes are held for six hours a week, over three days; the Didactic Committee
may allow for motivated exceptions..

Though not obligatory, attendance to classes is strongly encouraged. Two office hours per week are planned for each
professor.

Exam sessions

Three exam sessions are held: from January to February (3 calls), from June to July (3 calls), and in September (2 calls).
Furthermore, two extra calls will be held in November and in April, respectively.

Thesis assignment

The thesis assignment request is to be presented to one of the lecturers who hold a course activated in the student’s
study plan. If lecturer approves the request, he/she takes on the role of thesis supervisor. The student and the supervisor
will agree on choosing an external examiner.

If a student wishes to graduate in a subject that is not part of his/her study plan, or with a University lecturer who does
not belong to the Department, he/she must present a well-motivated written request to the Teaching Committee.

Admission to the final examination

In order to be admitted to the final examination, the student must present a request at least a month before the date of
the examination. If the student still has to pass exams when presenting the graduation request, such exams must be
recorded 15 days before the graduation session. Exceptions may be made, for justified reasons, by the Department
Dean.

The final version of the thesis, signed by the supervisor on the title page, must be turned in to the Students Office 10
days before the graduation session.



Students must comply with the deadlines approved by the Department Council.
Final examination
Graduation sessions are held in the months of October, December, March and July.

The master’s thesis is a personal work of theoretical and/or experimental research of approximately 100 pages. The
work is carried out by the student under the supervisor’s guidance. The thesis must be written in English, except in
special cases authorized by the Teaching Committee. It will be discussed by the candidate in front of a committee. 18
credits are assigned to the thesis. The final grade will be calculated on the basis of the average obtained by the student
in the exams. The grade maybe increased if the student presents an original, high-quality work, to which honors may be
awarded.

The final grade is based on a 110-point scale. Up to 5 points may be added, plus 1 point for participating in international
mobility programs.

Study plans

The study plans must be presented by the students before the deadlines and according to the procedures adopted by the
University. They must include the exams and the optional activities that the students may choose from all the courses
activated in the University, provided that they are coherent with the learning objectives of the degree.

Modifications to the study plan are permitted within the established deadlines.
Exams in foreign Universities

Exams taken in foreign universities with which an agreement holds are recognized on the basis of the procedures
defined by the University regulations on internationalization and student mobility.

Students who wish to attend courses and take exams in foreign universities must present, before departure, the study
plan to be followed abroad, which will be approved by the lecturer who organizes the exchange and by the Teaching
Committee. Upon return, the Teaching Committee, after verifying that that the study program has been carried out,
validates the exams taken and awards the relative credits.

Foreign students’ exams

Foreign students may only take exams for courses held during the semester in which they were attending classes at the
University.



